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Domestic/dating violence and abuse affects thousands of families 

in San Mateo County each year and crosses all racial, ethnic, and 

socioeconomic boundaries. Its harmful effects reach far beyond 

victims’ homes and their families. Domestic violence affects 

all of us. CORA’s mission is to end the intergenerational cycle 

of violence in our county. We must work together to increase 

recognition of and treatment, intervention, and support services 

for this highly underreported crime. 

Domestic Violence Affects Everyone

The whole of San Mateo County is impacted by domestic 

violence: employers lose revenue through increased health care 

costs, absenteeism, and lost job productivity; hospitals carry 

debt from the unpaid medical bills of victims without medical 

insurance; police services are taxed; and already strained 

homeless and mental care programs encounter even more 

people in need.

Domestic Violence is Hurting San Mateo 

County’s Children

Domestic violence/abuse has a devastating effect on children. In 

addition to the obvious risks of injury that come from living in 

an abusive environment, youngsters who experience domestic 

violence in their homes are more likely to become violent, 

suicidal, abuse drugs and alcohol, and have run-ins with the law. 

They are more likely to suffer unplanned pregnancies, experience 

depression, and most tragically, continue the cycle of abuse in 

their own relationships.

CORA provides free 

comprehensive domestic 

violence services—not just 

shelters. A complete range 

of support services are 

offered, all free of charge

• 24-hour hotline (1-800-300-1080)

• Emergency Response Program, 

 a collaboration with local law 

 enforcement 

• Legal assistance: restraining orders,   

 court accompaniment and 

 representation, legal information line   

 and VAWA (Violence Against 

 Women Act) referrals

• Emergency and transitional housing

• Individual and group counseling 

 at satellite locations throughout 

 the county

• Child witness screening and referral

• Children’s counseling program

• Community outreach and 

 education (including teen, Latino,   

 FilAmerican, and Pacific Islander 

 programs)

• Teen chatroom & hotline

• Volunteer program

Photos are not acutal victims

Domestic Violence and Abuse: 
A crisis in our own backyards



CORA’s Mission is to End Domestic Violence 
and Abuse in San Mateo County  

CORA is the only agency in San Mateo County that provides comprehensive services to victims and survivors of domestic 

violence. Law enforcement agencies, the Human Services Agency and other county agencies depend on CORA’s nearly 30 years 

of expertise for a complete range of prevention, education, and intervention services. Despite its strained staffing and housing 

resources, CORA provides the most comprehensive response to the problem of domestic violence in the county.  

As a multicultural agency, CORA is committed to serving clients, regardless of age, ethnicity/race, financial status, language, 

sexual orientation, immigration status, class, religion, gender, and mental or physical ability. CORA provides free, multi-lingual 

services in English, Spanish, and Tagalog.

“CORA helped me see myself as a 
survivor, rather than a victim...
the abuse was not my fault.”



CORA’s Services are in  
High Demand 
Raising awareness about the dynamics of domestic violence 

and providing services to the community at large and to 

traditionally underserved populations, CORA handles 

thousands of calls for help from victims of domestic violence 

each year and administers the county’s largest response to this 

widespread problem. In 2005-2006 CORA continued to lead 

the charge against domestic violence, as it responded to over 

6,000 calls for help.

Housing Program

Leaving the home of an abuser can be the most critical step in 

breaking the cycle of abuse. Victims and their children need a 

confidential, safe, and supportive place to help them start on 

the path to self-sufficiency. To meet this critical need, CORA 

offers the county’s only emergency shelter and transitional 

housing for victims/survivors seeking refuge from domestic 

violence/abuse. 

CORA’s emergency shelter provides up to two months 

accommodation. And, after 6-8 weeks at the shelter, residents 

may be eligible for transitional housing. In addition to 

decent, clean, safe housing, clients can receive counseling, 

case management, and children’s services. Clients in our 

transitional housing program receive other long-term support 

services for up to a year while they complete education or job 

training, or seek long-term housing. During the 2005-2006 

fiscal year, CORA offered emergency shelter and services to 

121 victims of domestic violence and their children and 

provided transitional housing to 45 adults and children. 

Eighty percent of clients exited our shelter program to either 

transitional or permanent housing. 

 

Client Support Services Program

CORA’s Client Support Services Program is a front-line 

support system composed of a 24-hour crisis hotline 

(1-800-300-1080) answered in both English and Spanish; 

crisis intervention counseling available in Spanish and 

English; peer support groups available in Spanish, English, 

and Tagalog; a parenting education and support group; and 

counseling in local neighborhoods through a program 

called En Tu Comunidad (In Your Community). 

Annual Report 2005-2006: 
A Year in the Effort to End 
Domestic Violence and Abuse

2005-2006 REVEnuE 

*Contributions
$826,705
25%
*Includes bequest of $397,622

In-Kind Donations
$385,029
11%

Foundations
$212,756
6%

Other Revenue
$148,094

5%

Government 
Grants & Contracts
$1,796,750
53%



In the past fiscal year, CORA received 2,596 calls on the 

crisis hotline, provided clients with 1,074 individual crisis 

intervention counseling sessions, and 140 support group 

sessions. These types of interventions help alleviate the 

isolation many victims feel while in abusive relationships and 

once they have decided to leave it. Specially trained CORA 

counselors also help victims/survivors create safety plans in the 

event of future incidents of violence and abuse and refer them 

to other county agencies for assistance with job training, school 

relocation for children, and public assistance. 

Legal Program

Once a client decides to seek legal assistance, getting proper 

aid to successfully navigate an often daunting and complex 

legal system can be critical. CORA’s attorneys offer free 

confidential assistance with obtaining restraining orders and 

related family law issues; provide court accompaniment, 

advocacy, and representation; and make referrals for services 

for immigrant victims/survivors of domestic violence. CORA 

attorneys facilitate survivors’ access to the services they need 

to move forward on a safe, healthy path.

CORA’s Legal Information Line (650-259-1855) offers 

immediate access to experienced and sensitive attorneys who 

provide information, support, and referrals on legal issues, 

including child custody and divorce. 

In the last fiscal year, CORA’s legal staff helped file 125 

restraining orders, supported clients with more than 145 court 

accompaniments, and answered over 1,150 calls on our Legal 

Information Line. 

Community Outreach

Community outreach is a vital part of CORA’s comprehensive 

approach to ending domestic violence in San Mateo County. 

Through culturally and age-appropriate educational work-

shops for teens and adults, CORA raises awareness of the 

“My son grew up witnessing 

the abuse I suffered at the 

hands of my husband. He 

was always trying to help me 

escape. My husband started 

noticing this and was not 

only out to get me, but my 

son. I could not stand back 

and watch this man harm  

my son. I turned to CORA  

for help.”
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effects of domestic violence on the whole family. CORA is the 

only organization in the county that targets at-risk groups and 

provides tailored outreach to members of several underserved 

communities, including Latinos, Filipinos, and Pacific Islanders. 

During the 2005-2006 fiscal year, the Community Edu-

cation team provided training on the dynamics of dating 

and domestic violence and related issues to 1,438 adult 

community members and 1,448 teens at local high schools, 

court and community schools, and social service organizations 

serving youth. Over 100,000 visits to CORA’s teen website 

(www.teenrelationships.org) were recorded, and teen interns 

and volunteers provided support to teen peers through the 

agency’s popular chatroom. Other outreach extended to over 

3,800 community members.

Emergency Response Program (ERP)

The only program to collaborate with all law enforcement 

departments in San Mateo County, ERP provides 24-hour 

phone counseling support during or immediately following a 

911 domestic disturbance call. When responding to the scene 

of a 911 domestic violence call, police encourage victims 

to speak to a specially trained CORA counselor who will 

provide information about the predictable nature of domestic  

violence (called the cycle of violence, whereby an abusive 

incident is followed by making amends, a calm period, 

tension building, and another abusive incident, and so on). 

Counselors also impart information about CORA’s individual 

and group counseling, shelter, and legal services. 

In fiscal year 2005-2006, 2,780 residents of San Mateo 

County were provided assistance through the Emergency 

Response Program.  

CORA’s Funding is Never Certain

CORA depends on grants and contracts from city and local 

governments, donations from private foundations, and 

support from donors in the community. Grants must be 

reapplied for yearly, and the funding is never guaranteed. 

Funds obtained one year can be reduced or eliminated. 

2005-2006 CLIEnTS SERVED



With increasing waiting lists from clients each year,  

the money CORA receives must be stretched further  

and further. 

What YOU Can Do to Help

The waiting list for CORA’s services grows longer  

every day. Without increased funding CORA cannot  

keep up with the demand for services. Help end domestic 

violence in San Mateo County by donating to CORA,  

the expert in the treatment and support of victims / 

survivors of domestic violence and abuse. Grants and 

monetary, auto, or estate donations will provide shelter, 

clothing, children’s services, counseling, and legal  

assistance to victims/survivors in San Mateo County  

as they work to establish lives for themselves and their 

children free from fear and abuse. 

Your donation will provide hope to someone 
who is trapped in a cycle of abuse. You can make a difference. 

2005-2006 ExPEnSES

Program
$2,282,393
81%

Administrative
$305,313
11%

Fundraising
$213,916
8%

Domestic Violence is Everybody’s Business
You can help end domestic crimes in San Mateo County. By spreading the word about 

CORA and its services, you can show people in danger that there are alternatives to living 

in fear. If you know or suspect that someone is in an abusive relationship, help end the 

cycle of abuse; tell that person about CORA.



CORA  Community Overcoming Relationship Abuse
P.O. Box 5090 San Mateo, CA 94402
Business Line: (650) 652-0800 
24-hour Hotline: (800) 300-1080 or (650) 312-8515

We’d wish to thank our generous donors and supporters. Your help can  
make a difference in the lives of the people and communities.
Individuals Over $100,000	
Estate	of	Arno	and	Inge	Suddendorf	 	

Individuals $25,000 - $49,999	
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Wilfred	E.	Jaeger	

Individuals $5,000 - $24,999 	
Helen	C.	Engelbert	
Elizabeth	Hill	 	
Kennell	Jackson	Trust	
Catherine	M.	Kruttschnitt	
Maidenherren	Fund	
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Gregory	H.	Miller
Kimberley	J.	Milligan
Mrs.	Albert	Moorman	 	

Individuals $1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Larry	J.	Blickman
Colleen	Cannon
Robert	A.	Cook
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Paul	Cosper
Stuart	P.	Coxhead
Linda	M.	Gibbons
Lindsay Griffith Farino
Mr.	&	Mrs.	David	Hakman
Barbara	Hammerman	&	Frances	Grunder
Mr.	&	Mrs.	James	Hanko
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Samuel	Horowitz
Roderick	Hsiao
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Carl	V.	Larson
Tom	P.	Marriscolo
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Michael	S.	Milligan
Dr.	Jennifer	Normoyle
Mr.	&	Mrs.	James	L.	Peters
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Mike	Ramsay
Charles	E.	Rosebrook
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Carl	Rosendahl
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Donald	F.	Sabatini
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Christopher	J.	Scibetta
Mr.	&	Mrs.	John	B.	Segall
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Geoff	Tate
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Michael	L.	Tevis
	

Individuals $500 - $999
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Bradley	K.	Brooke
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Loren	N.	Buddress
Elliott	Byland
Nancy	C.	Clark	&	M.E.	(Bill)	Broach
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Brent	Cottong
Sheralynn	I.	Freitas
Rob	Goldstein
J.	Jesse	Harley
Rumana	Jabeen
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Christopher	J.	Kober
Monica	Koch
Theresa	L.	Meier	&	Steven	Spies
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Burton	Miller
Wendy	Miller
The	Honorable	&	Mrs.	George	A.	Miram
Kathie	A.	Monozon
The	Honorable	&	Mrs.	Eugene	R.	Mullin
Regina	Neu	&	Robert	Thompson
Robin	Pang-Maganaris
Daniel	C.	Rave
Gershon	Rosen
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Paul	Smith
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Michael	Trigg
The	Honorable	Stephen	M.	Wagstaffe
Winnie	Wan	&	Stafan	K.	Lai
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Matthew	WolfKlain
Naomi	R.	Yunker

Individuals $250 - $499
Frances	Acciardi	&	James	L.	Leising
Francisco	Angel
Robert	M.	Baly
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Dennis	Berkowitz
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Jordan	Bloom
Alexis	Boozer
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Tony	Clifford
Joyce	Courtney
Roxanne	L.	Cyr
The	Honorable	Susan	Etezadi
Nolene	Fabre
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Robert	O.	Fournier
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Robert	C.	Franklin

Cathy	L.	Galletta
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Jim	Garrison
Robert L. Griffith & Phillip E. Mathewson
Carole	Groom
Katie	Levine
Mary	M.	Lewis
Mike	Matteucci
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Michael	McLaughlin
Mr.	&	Mrs.	William	Newcomer
Anne	Olson
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Kevin	Raffaelli
Mr.	&	Mrs.	William	Regan
Robert	Sawyer
Patricia	Sheline
Tamara	A.	Trefz
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Gregory	C.	Trindle
Ruth	L.	Tucker
Wendy	Van	Sickle
Alejandro	Vilchez
	

Individuals $100 - $249
Anita	P.	Aars
Beth	H.	Anderson
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Robert	L.	Appling
Virginia	Atwood
Elizabeth	M.	Avakian
Victoria	S.	Bahnasy
Mona	Bajalia
Donna	J.	Baynes
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Joseph	Behar
Richard	Bourque
Elizabeth	J.	Brookes	&	Linda	L.	Lanier
Nadine	Burg
Adele	Carney
George	Caywood
Jennifer	Cheung
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Norman	E.	Cima
Lillian	B.	Coehlo	&	Mari	Donnelly
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Glenn	Cohen
Grace	Connolly
Carolyn	G.	Cox
Janet	M.	Creelman
Amy	C.	Crosby
Erna	N.	Daley
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Phillippe	Daniel
Ellie	S.	Downey
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Tony	Dunkel
Deborah	Elowson
Dr.	&	Mrs.	Ernst	Epstein
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Paul	Everhardt
Dr.	&	Mrs.	James	Fadiman
Pamela	D.	Ferris
Christine	Foley
Susan	E.	Foley
Vivienne	S.	Foulis
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Richard	M.	Freeman
Erlinda	Galeon
Jennifer	Gardella
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Mr.	&	Mrs.	Roger	Hagman
Frances	B.	Hart
Michael	Henderson
Deborah	Holstein
Gretchen	W.	Hoover
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Lawrence	Horowitz
The	Honorable	Donald	A.	Horsley
Kari	E.	Hugsted
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The	Honorable	Rose	Jacobs	Gibson
Karen	A.	Jacobson	&	Daniel	P.	Kessler
Mr.	&	Mrs.	David	Jacoby
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Henry	Khachaturian
Roberta	Knapp
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Barthold	A.	Kramer
Lisa	Krekorian
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Larry	R.	Langdon
Sonia	M.	Lee
Jean	V.	Long
Marla	S.	Lowenthal
Nancy	Malaspina
Lori	Marquardt
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Michael	K.	McGrew
Margaret	McKinley	&	Kit	Durgin
Patricia	B.	McNamara
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Marvin	Miller
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Jim	Montgomery

Josephine	Mork
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Lincoln	Moses
Ruth	K.	Nagler
Mr.	&	Mrs.	William	A.	Nasburg
Kathy	A.	Nelson
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Dennis	A.	Neves
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Mark	J.	Nudelman
Mr.	&	Mrs.	John	A.	O’Malley
Kathleen	Palange
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Jack	C.	Pearlstein
Christopher	V.	Perrone	&	Stacy	A.	Donohue
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Stewart	L.	Peterson
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Peter	L.	Polash
Tom	Prager
Mark	Raffaelli
Monica	M.	Rands	Preuss
Rosemary	Rayburn
Rosemary	Remacle
Milton	E.	Reynolds
Dr.	Ingrid	C.	Rulifson
Rose	Rushworth
Kibbie	Ruth	&	Jim	Granucci
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Abdallah	M.	Samaha
James	A.	Saunders
Constance	M.	Sawdey
Laura	Schlichtmann
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Ralph	E.	Schulz
Irene	Schwab
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Keith	W.	Seckel
Monica	M.	Seeger
Peggy	Selesner
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Aram	Serverian
Deborah	Sharp
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Edwin	J.	Simon
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Frank	Slater
Marion	H.	Softky
Mr.	&	Mrs.	William	N.	Starling
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Ralph	E.	Strem
Michelle	Svenson
Marybeth	Tahar
Janet	H.	Tate
Dolores	M.	Togneri-Chappell
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Isaac	Villanueva
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Richard	B.	Wachter
Nancy	B.	Walker
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Dieter	Walz
Serene	Williams
Mr.	&	Mrs.	John	Woods

Community Organizations
Alpha	Delta	Kappa	-	Gamma	Beta	Chapter
Beta	Sigma	Phi	-	Preceptor	Kappa	Lambda
Commission	on	the	Status	of	Women
Daly	City	Dolphins	Aquatics	Club
Downward	Dog	Yoga
Family	Violence	Task	Force
Fatherhood	Collaborative	of	San	Mateo	County
First	5	San	Mateo	County
Foster	City	Lions	Club
GFWC	GG	Past	Club	Presidents	and	Alumnae	Club
Italian	American	Woman’s	Club	of	Daly	City
Italian	American	Women’s	Guild
Kappa	Delta	Peninsula	Alumnae	Association
North	Burlingame	Women’s	Club
Olive	Branch	Rebekah	Lodge	#48
Pacifica Performances
Peninsula	League
Racqueteers	Tennis	Club
Red	Bird	Circle
San	Mateo	County	Association	of	Realtors
San	Mateo	County	Human	Services	Agency
San Mateo County Office of Housing
Soroptimist	International	of	South	Peninsula
Students	Against	a	Violent	Society
Theta	Delta	Xi	Gamma	Chapter
Volunteer	Center	of	Silicon	Valley
Vision	y	Compromiso,	Inc.
Women’s	Council	of	Realtors
Women’s	Propeller	Club

Religious Organizations
Bethany	Presbyterian	Church
Church	of	the	Holy	Cross
Community	United	Church	of	Christ
Congregational	Church	of	Belmont
Congregational	Church	of	San	Mateo
Episcopal	Church	of	St.	Matthew

Good	Shepherd	Episcopal	Church
Peace	Lutheran	Church
Presbyterian	Women
St.	Andrew’s	Lutheran	Church
St.	Andrew’s	Women	of	the	ELCA
St.	Peter’s	Women’s	Guild
United	Methodist	Church	of	Burlingame
United	Methodist	Women	of	Half	Moon	Bay
Women’s	Guild	of	St.	John’s	United	Church	
	
	Businesses
Albertsons
Allied	Waste	Services
Auction	City	Inc.
Avantgard	Day	Spa,	Inc.
Borel	Private	Bank	&	Trust	Company
Cashin	Company
Celia’s	Restaurant
CFC,	Inc.
Chicago	Title	Company
John	E.	Clifford,	Inc.
The	Clorox	Company
CollectiveGood	Inc.
Colonial	Lumber	Company
Comcast
Corey,	Luzaich,	Pliska,	de	Ghetaldi	&	Nastari
Cotchett,	Pitre,	Simon	&	McCarthy
Federated	Department	Stores
First	National	Bank	of	Northern	California
Gap,	Inc.
Global	Impact	--	Hewlett	Packard
Hanson	Family	Law	Group
Lucky	Chances,	Inc.
McKesson	Corporation
McLellan	Estate	Co.
Mills-Peninsula	Health	Services
Northern	Peninsula	Infectious	Diseases	Medical	Group
Pelican	Delivery	Inc.
Pelzner	&	Associates
Peninsula	Referral	Organization
Phones	4	Charity
Safeway,	Inc.
San	Francisco	Opera	Orchestra
San	Mateo	Credit	Union
South	San	Francisco	Scavenger	Company,	Inc.
Wells	Fargo
William	Spencer	Company
World	Reach,	Inc.	--	Hewlett	Packard

Foundations
The	Altos	Foundation
Atkinson	Foundation
Bay	Meadows	Foundation
Blue	Shield	of	California	Foundation
Bohannon	Foundation
Mervyn	Brenner	Foundation
The	California	Endowment
California	Healthcare	Foundation
The	Peninsula	Community	Foundation
The	Grove	Foundation
Kaiser	Permanente
The	Lucile	Packard	Foundation	for	Children’s	Health
van	Löben	Sels/RembeRock	Foundation	
Sandhill	Foundation
Highfield Foundation
Violet	M.	Johnson	Family	Foundation
The	Seth	Neiman	&	Lauren	Speeth	Foundation
Taproot	Foundation
United	Way	of	the	Bay	Area
Rey	Vaden	Family	Foundation

Government Funders
State	of	California	Department	of	Health	Services
State of California, Office of Emergency Services
U.S.	Department	of	Housing	and	Urban	Development
San	Mateo	County
The	Cities	of	Burlingame,	Daly	City,	Redwood	City,	
South	San	Francisco,	and	San	Mateo

	
We	want	to	properly	recognize	the	individuals,	
foundations,	and	government	sources	for	their	
contributions	and	we	strive	for	100%	accuracy.	If		
we	have	made	an	error,	please	contact	Natasha	Guest,	
Director	of	Development,	at	(650)	652-0800	x137		
with	corrections.


